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claimed also to "be deaf, she was given special facilities by the
Court, standing down amidst Counsel, rather in a martyr's
attitude. From the way things went at this trial it looked
as if I were the crirfiinal, one who by his villainous accusations
made other people suffer. I was strongly reminded of the
famous account by Dickens of the trial in Pickwick Papers,
except that I felt myself to be the " hass ".

Note that this traffic in " good garden ornaments " went
on while I was safely away in America !

My witnesses failed me. Lady Jones and Mrs. Kibblewhite
were indefinite in their statements, whereas the Company's
witnesses gave assured statements. A Court has a peculiar
overawing effect on people who are not accustomed to the
atmosphere. After the trial these two ladies apologised to
me and could not understand why they had given such
vague and unsatisfactory answers to questions. No account
was taken of the fact that the Company, by ringing me up on
the 'phone, could have found out in half an hour whether
they were dealing in Epsteins or not* I was nonplussed by
the verdict, which was a complete triumph for the King's
Road Company. Apart from this case I have been asked on
other occasions to verify bronzes not by me 5 and once
even my name had been engraved on the base of the bronze.

Frequently newspapers have published articles advising
architects not to employ me. This, you would think, is a
direct libel, and I would have a perfectly legitimate case to
bring to Court. I have refrained from bringing libel actions,
knowing only too well that as the popular idea, high and low,
in England is that if anything is really new and intense in
Art it should be shot at first sight, I would not be gisven even
the legendary farthing that Whistler received in his action
against Ruskin. In any case, litigation is a costly business, as I
found out in my action against the Company that sold the
alleged Epsteins. Also, how can an artist have his time taken
up with the details of Court claims and the intricacies of the
Law?